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Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 


Issued  in  tho  interest  of  corn-borer  control  conducted  by  thi;  United  States  Department  of  Ag-ricuUure  in 
cooperation  with  tho  Slate  departments  of  agriculture  and  State  agricultural  collepfos  in  New  York, 

Pennsylvania,  Ohio,  Michigan,  and  Indiana. 


The  corn  torer  lias  reached  sufficient  n\;uTi>)3r3  in  the  United  States 
to  produce  some  coininercial  damae:e  in  an  occasional  field  in  a  very  narrov;  strip 
around  Lake  Erie,  also  areas  in  eastern  New  York  and  eastern  Ivlassachusetts . 

Conditions  wVic>.  seem  to  govern  the  heavy  infestation  and  loss  are 
(1)  tne  lenjth  of  tirae  the  borer  has  been  established  in  the  region,  (2)  an 
abundance  of  food  and  favorable  weather  conditions,  (3)  methods  of  farminc^-  In 
re-ions  where  the  stalks  are  not  disposed  of  so  as  to  kill  the  wintering  borers 
t.ie  infestation  becomes  more  intense. 

Sweet  corn,  because  of  its  early  develoment  and  small  size  of  stalk 
seems  to  be  the  first  to  s-j.ffer.  However,  losses  have  also  been  felt  in  field 
corn  in  Ohio  and  I.Iichigan, 


*  Dots  represent  the  approxi./.aoo  ainount  of  corn  produced  in  the  area. 


Address  co««uaications  to  Information  Division,  Corn-Borer  Control,  Extension  Service.  United  States 

Department  of  Agriculture,  Washington,  D.  C. 


RSGULATIONS  111  II-TDIANA 


The  corn-'borer  quarantine  now  includes  16  counties  in  north- 
eastern Indiana,  according  to  the  new  quarantine  line  established  under 
the  direction  of  Frank  H.  Wallace,  State  entomologist  cooperating  with 
the  Federal  authorities.    All  roain- traveled  roads  leading  out  of  this 
area  will  be  patrolled  when  green  corn  is  placed  on  the  market  some 
tiise  next  July. 

Last  year  all  main-traveled  roads  were  patrolled  24  hours  a 
day  by  guards  sworn  in  as  deputy  entomologists,  with  full  police  power 
to  enforce  their  orders.    Approximately  80  men  were  engaged  in  this  work 
during  the  green-corn  stage,  and  more  than  500,000  automobiles  were  stop- 
ped.   These  men  were  paid  by  the  State,  bat  this  year  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment plans  to  take  over  the  quarantine  lines. 

Because  of  the  care  with  which  the  new  line  was  formed  it  will 
require  but  few,  if  any,  more  guards  than  were  used  last  year. 

IDEAS 


Caught  in  the  Field 


"The-^roblem  of  corn  growers  in 
this^ate  is  to  learn  to  live  with  the 
corn  borer,  for  there  is  no  getting  a- 
way  from  him"  said  E.  P.  Felt,  entomolcgis 
of  the  New  York  State  Muse-om  at  Albany,  speak 
ing  d'uring  Farm  and  Home  Week  at  Cornell  Univer 
sity  on  the  corn-borer  situation. 

"TTe  need  now  more  precise  Icnowledge 
of  the  influence  of  various  factors  in  controlling 
this  pest.     A  most  helpful  factor  in  New  York  State  is 
the  practice  of  cutting  corn  close  to  the  ground  and  the 
general  utilization  of  the  stalks  for  feeding,"  said  Doctor 
Felt. 


"The  corn  borer  exhibit  truck  has  been  especially  well  re- 
ceived in  Indiana"  reports  L.  E.  Hoffman,  extension  leader,  corn  borer 
control.     "We  have  this  truck  scheduled  antil  March  7,  and  I  think  we 
will  make  up  an  additional  schedule  which  will  r^on  it  up  until  March  24. 
Already  more  than  16,018  people  have  viewed  the  exhibit. 

Exhibit  trucks  were  bailt  and  equipped  at  Toledo  corn-borer 
control  headquarters  and  have  been  operated  in  the  infested  States  under 
the  direction  of  the  extension  service. 


The  European  corn  borer  and  its  parasites  will  form  a  part 
of  the  entomological  exhibit  arrc-mged  by  the  Pennsylvania  Department  of 
Agriculture  to  be  held  in  Harrisburg,  February  29  to  March  3. 
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h'>'{h  ihe  Corn  Sorer         .       A^.^e  J 


T.H. Parks,  State  lea,der,  corn-oorer  v/ork,  lias  made  an  out- 
line of  the  worlc  to  \>a  done  durin.5^  the  spring'  l3y  Oliio  educational  workers 
and  sent  a  copy  to  co^jjity  agents  in  the  infested  area.    Becaiise  of  short- 
age of  space  only  a  part  of  it  can  "be  given. 

"The  engineers  will  hold  t!ie  center  of  the  stage  durinj,'  the 
spring-  clean-up.     Tlie  need  for  bettor  plov.ln,::  and  stalk-removal  work  -will 
soon  be  upon  us.    -These  will  take  t:-.e  for/a  of  d'^rao-istrations  or  contests, 
as  LTr.  Barden  will  propose. 

"V;e  believe  that  better  plowing  should  be  stressed  as  sv.ch 
and  let  corn-borer  destruction  be  Ojily  a  part  of  it.     Costs  of  sv.c'-.  work 
must  be  reduced  over  last  year  and  hand  pickins:  must  bo  largely  elimin- 
ated if  we  are  to  continue  to  gmv/  corn  profitably  in  competition  with 
xminfested  States. 

"We  do  not  believe  it  will  be  necessary  to  hold  a  lar-.-e  nui"ber 
of  special  meeti:igs  to  create  enthusiasm  for  clean-up.    We  have  ^one 
through  one  year  of  that,  and  the  need  for  clean-up  must  now  be  accepted. As 
rapidly  as  new  methods  of  meetin{j  this  need  arrive,  wo  iiiust  tell  about 
them  or  demonstrate  them. 

"Until  the  borer  pro::iises  to  take  l^l-  bushels  per  acre  fro::i 
the  yield,  we  must  not  advocate  late  plantin~.     Planting  as  late  as  June 
10  would  be  necessary  to  prevent  damage,  and  this  will  automatically  re- 
duce the  yield  by  that  amount,  besides  increasing  the  danger  of  frost 
damage  in  the  fall.    Perhaps  we  should  discourage  very  early  planting 
in  lake-snore  co^mtics,  but  planting  as  late  as  Jujie  is  dangerous  and  un- 
necessary to  advocate  until  we  have  proved  that  clean-up  of  stalks  rnd 
stubble  "will  not  prevent  commercial  loss.     Seasons  favoring  late-matur- 
ing corn,  as  v/as  enjoyed  in  1327,  do  not  come  every  year.    Where  late 
planting  is  unavoidable;,  the  use  of  fertilizers  would  be  encouraged  to 
hasten  the  growth  a^id  maturity. 

"Tne  specialists  have  largely  confined  their  efforts  tl^is 
winter  to  the  area  first  fouaid  infested  in  1927.    We  believe  this  area 
will  be  ready  for  enforcement  regulations  by  next  fall.    The  older  in- 
fested area,  v^ich  is  now  under  regulations,  must  receive  help  from 
agents  and  specialists,  who  will  give  inf orma.tion,  demonstrate  nev; 
methods  as  fast  as  these  app»ea.r,  and  cooperate  v;ita  the  county  super- 
visors.   These  v/e  hope  will  be  appointed  soon  enoxigh  to  explain  the 
control  program  if  again  undertaken  and  the  mechanical  equipment  that 
may  or  may  not  be  available  to  the  various  counties  before  the  control 
forces  commence  operations," 


CB-67 


Mi h  ihci  Corn  8orer 
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"LISTSIT  TO  THIS" 

The  OHIO  F;J11JER,  in  the  issue  of 
February  4,  malres  the  follov/ing  edi- 
■torial  comnient  on  Ohio  and  the  corn 
"borer : 

"First,  we  must  grant  that  there 
is- such  a  thing  as  the  Soropean  corn 
I  borer.    We  have  seen  too  niany  of  them  in 
Ohio,  l.^ic^ligan,  and  Ontario,  and  have  the  expert 
testimony  of  too  many  entomologists  to  doubt  this.     Second,  we  mast  grant 
that  the  insect  is  possessed  of  very  great  possibilities  of  destruction. 
We  do  not  have  to  take  the  v/ord  of  any  entomologist  for  this.    We  have 
seen  the  destruction  it  can  cause  v/ith  our  ovm  eyes  in  the  presence  of 
competent  witnesses. 

"The  third  thing  th^t  we  must  grant  is  that  getting  excited 
over  its  presence  or  blindly  denying  its  existence  v;ill  not  aid  us  in 
learning  to  live  with  it.    Which  leads  us  to  our  fourth  conclusion, 
which  is  that  with  our  present  knov/ledge  of  the  insect  and  its  possi- 
bilities we  will  never  be  able  to  eradicate  it,  bat  that  we  can  and 
will  learn  to  live  with  it.    Perhaps  a  fifth  point  should  be  added,  and 
that  is  that  it  will  be  many  years  before  Ohio's  corn  crop  is  seriously 
inspaired  by  the  activities  of  the  corn  borer. 

"With  these  five  indisputable  points  in  mind  what  is  the  best 
Way  to  face  the  future?    Lot  as  keep  our  presence  of  mind  ajid  learn  all 
we  can  about  the  insect  and  methods  of  its  control.     That  is  why  the 
Government  should  be  financed  and  instructed  by  the  present  Congress  to 
pursue  actively  every  avenue  of  research  and  at  the  sarnie  time  to  carry 
on  as  vigorous  a  csirpaign  of  education  aa  is  humanly  possible. 

"Let  us  study  every  suggested  control  method  and  see  how  they 
will  fit  into  our  farm  practices  so  as  to  keep  the  population  and  damage 
of  the  European  corn  borer  do\Yn  to  a  minimum," 
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